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Artifact #2: Nylon Pool speaks to the disorientation that 
comes to a group of people as they anticipate the end of 
one of their own, where the one person who has record of 
all their histories is at the risk of transcendence. Artifact 
#2: Nylon Pool utilizes the communal nature of the word 
search puzzle format, coupled with archival family images, 
to reckon with the gaps in my own family’s history, particu-
larly those held by my maternal grandmother. In our family, 
her role is that of the matriarch, a gatekeeper of our col-
lective histories, the author and guardian of the archive. 
Artifact #2: Nylon Pool, in part, is a mechanism for inter-
generational communication. Recently, rifts and migration 
between members of my immediate family have come to a 
head, which has made the collective history become frac-
tured and less accessible.

I employ the word search format to force the participant 
to meditate on the relationship between the words, imag-
es and their own histories. In this way, short phrases be-
come extended interactions between the participant and 
the archive. The act of searching for coherent narrative 
in a seemingly arbitrary grid of signs and letters is an at-
tempt to make sense of my grandmother and family using 
existing materials across the space and time of diaspora. 
These puzzles were first shown as a part of the group show 
To Break The Ocean curated by Zalika Azim and Marquita 
Flowers. Feel free to complete them or pass them on. 
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