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Press Press: Sentiments

The Making of our
Manifesto

This manifesto emerges as the targeting of immigrant communi-
ties and the violation of human rights continue: the likely ending
of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), the refugee
crisis across the globe, mass deportations, and pervasive insti-
tutional misconduct. Within this context, the word “sanctuary”
has a multiplicity of meanings. For undocumented immigrants,
it might mean a sanctuary city, where authorities claim to not re-
port on the legal status of its residents, or the simple right of not
being forcefully removed from one’s home for arbitrary reasons.
For refugee families, who undergo years of applications, travel,
interviews, and extensive vetting, it might mean finally arriving
at a place where physical safety seems more possible than it was
before. And for many others, it might mean a place where alien-
ation, institutional abuse, and physical harm are not daily threats
because of one’s cultural or religious practices—a place where,
instead, the practices of individuals and communities are seen
as rich and admirable contributions to society. Through an inter-
rogation of the notion of “sanctuary,” this manifesto affirms the
expertise of immigrants and immigrant-adjacent persons in imag-
ining and building sanctuary.

To cultivate the collaborative building of this manifesto, over the
past year, Press Press has hosted a series of workshops in Balti-
more, New York City, and Chicago. For each workshop, we invit-
ed local individuals who have a relationship to cultural passage,
as well as members of our community in Baltimore, to gather
over a dinner and have a discussion with the goal of answering
three questions: What is sanctuary? How can sanctuary be creat-
ed? How can sanctuary be protected? In order to answer these
questions, we shared our own experiences around that term and
attempted to unpack its various meanings. As our discussions un-
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folded, we added notes and ideas to our large manifesto board.
These additions included only those things that the entire group
agreed should be in the manifesto. However, there were certain
cases where several opposing principles were included. This is
because an essential element of sanctuary, according to the ideas
this process has yielded, is its ability to morph and accommo-
date varying visions of its form and function, including sometimes
contradictory ones. Later, we transformed our collection of notes
from each workshop into the series of principles featured in the
pages ahead. These principles incorporate the ideas we've gath-
ered from every workshop.

Rather than seeing this collection of items as a concrete and final
destination, we understand the process we’ve undertaken this
past year as a point of departure. We recognize that some of
the principles outlined here are not easily realizable, nor are they
pragmatic. However, because of the collaborative process we've
undertaken, we recognize this manifesto’s power in representing
a collective vision we can reference as we make practical efforts
toward accomplishing our goals. As you go through the collection
of items in the manifesto, we invite you to consider if and how
sanctuary has manifested in your life and within your community.
We invite you to be part of our process and contribute to answer-
ing our questions, or asking new ones that we have yet to think
through.

What is sanctuary? How can sanctuary be created? How can
sanctuary be protected?

Thank you for joining our efforts.

With love,
Press Press
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Manifesto-Building Workshop: Baltimore, MD
@ Press Press's storefront studio [p. 286-297]

This workshop was facilitated by Samiha Alam,
Valentina Cabezas, Kimi Hanauer, Bomin Jeon,
and Bilphena Yahwon.

Images by Luz Maria Orozco.
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1 SANCTUARY IS NOT YET AN EX-
PERIENCE—IT IS THE HORIZON.
2 SANCTUARY IS SAFETY, THE
ACTIONS YOU TAKE TO CREATE
SAFETY, AND APROCESS TOWARD
HEALING. SANCTUARY IS PROTEC-
TION. 3 WE CAN PROTECT SANC-
TUARY BY ACTIVELY ASKING WHAT
IS REALLY SAFE, AND ADJUSTING
ACCORDINGLY TO THE CHANG-
ES THAT HAPPEN AROUND US. 4
SANCTUARY [S HAVING BASIC HU-
MAN RIGHTS AND BEING ABLE TO
LIVEWITH DIGNITY. 8 SANCTUARY
IS A STRATEGY FOR NAVIGATING
THE OPPRESSIVE STRUCTURES WE
EXIST WITHIN, FOR CHECKING
AUTHORITY, AND MATCHING THE
AUTHORITY’S POWER. 6 SANCTU-
ARY RELATES TO AND AFFECTS
POLICY. SANCTUARY CAN BE PRO-

TECTED BY LAW BUT IT CANNOT
BE DEFINED BY IT. 7 SANCTUARY
WILL BE CREATED THROUGH A
REFLEXIVE PROCESS. SANCTUARY
EXISTS IN A MOMENT; IT IS FLEET-
ING, FLUCTUATING, AMORPHOUS,
OUT OF SIGHT, AND UTOPIAN BY
NATURE. SANCTUARY IS NOT RIG-
ID; IT DOES NOT LOOK LIKE ONE
THING., 8 SANCTUARY [S AN IN-
TERSECTIONAL CONSTELLATION:
IT IS MULTI-DIMENSIONAL AND [N
A CONSTANT FLUX. WE CAN PRO-
TECT SANCTUARY BY EMBRAC-
ING NON-BINARY [IDENTITIES. 9
SANCTUARY HAS FLUID BORDERS
THAT CAN CHANGE FORM DE-
PENDING ON THE CONTEXT AND
NEEDS AT HAND., WE CAN PRO-
TECT SANCTUARY BY ACTIVELY
ACKNOWLEDGING WHAT WE ARE




COMING UP AGAINST AND THE
LIMITATIONS OF WHAT WE ARE
CREATING. 10 WE COME CLOSER
TOWARD SANCTUARY BY BUILD-
ING A CULTURE OF ALLYSHIP, UN-
DERSTANDING THAT OTHERS ARE
PART OF WHO WE ARE AS INDIVID-
UALS. WE CAN PROTECT SANCTU-
ARY BY CONSIDERING THE ROLE
OF ALLIES IN THIS PROCESS. 11
WE COME CLOSER TO CREATING
SANCTUARY WHEN WE ABOLISH
PRISONS. 12 SANCTUARY WILL
BE DIRECTED BY THE PEOPLE
WHO NEED I[T. 18 WE CAN PRO-
TECT SANCTUARY BY KEEPING [T
DISCREET. 14 SANCTUARY IS DIF-
FERENT FOR DIFFERENT PEOPLE.
WHATEVER VERSION OF SANCTU-
ARYWE CREATENEEDSTO BEMAL-
LEABLE AND ACCOMMODATING

OF THOSE DIFFERENT VISIONS;
MANY VERSIONS OF SANCTUARY
CAN COEXIST SIMULTANEOUS-
LY. 18 SANCTUARY IS NOT SOME-
THING ANYONE CAN DEFINE FOR
SOMEONE ELSE. YOU CAN ONLY
DEFINE IT FOR YOURSELF. 16 WE
CANNOT STEP ON SOMEONE
ELSE’'S SANCTUARY TO MAKE OUR
OWN SANCTUARY. 17 SANCTU-
ARY IS NOT A PHYSICAL SPACE. [T
CAN BE A MOMENT, A FEELING,
OR A STATE OF BEING. 18 SANC-
TUARY IS INSIDE OF YOU. FINDING
YOUR INNER SANCTUARY HAS TO
DO WITH RECOGNIZING YOUR
OWN POWER, PRIVILEGE, AND
THE ROLE YOU CAN PLAY IN ANY
SITUATION. HOW DO YOU CARRY
SANCTUARY WITH YOU EVERY-
WHERE YOU GO? 19 SANCTUARY




IS AN INTENTIONAL COMMUNITY
OF PEOPLE WHO RESPECT AND
TRUST ONE ANOTHER. THAT RE-
SPECT AND TRUST WILL GIVE RISE
TO OTHER COLLECTIVE OPPOR-
TUNITIES. 20 SANCTUARY WILL
BE CREATED BY YOU AND YOUR
PEOPLE: WHO MAKES THE CUT?
21 SANCTUARY COMES OUT OF
UPRISING. 22 WE CAN PROTECT
SANCTUARY BY BUILDING SOL-
IDARITY, BEING ACCOUNTABLE
TO ONE ANOTHER AND TO THE
IDEA OF SANCTUARY. 23 WE CAN
BUILD SANCTUARY BY LISTENING
TO ONE ANOTHER AND TO PEO-
PLE WHO ARE OUTSIDE OF OUR
COMMUNITIES. 24 WE CAN PRO-
TECT SANCTUARY BY ACTIVELY
AND CRITICALLY REVIEWING OUR
WORK, ACKNOWLEDGING NU-

ANCE, AND PRACTICING THESE
SKILLS. 25 SANCTUARY COMES
OUT OF RECIPROCAL RELATIONS.
DELEGATE LABOR: FIGURE OUT
HOW YOU CAN BE THE MOST ElF-
FECTIVE. WE HAVE DIFFERENT
SKILLS AND ARE [N DIFFERENT
CIRCUMSTANCES—EVERYONE
DOES WHAT THEY CAN DO. 26
SANCTUARY COMES FROM GIV-
ING SPACE TO ONE ANOTHER.
DONT ASSUME WE HAVE THE
SAME PRIORITIES. WE NEED TO
NAME OUR BASIC NEEDS AND
THEN [DENTIFY OUR ROLES. 27
WE CAN PROTECT SANCTUARY
BY LETTING GO OF OUR EGOS. 28
PROTECTING SANCTUARY MEANS
PROTECTING PEOPLE'S HISTO-
RIES AND COLLECTIVE MEMORY.
29 WITHIN OUR SANCTUARY, WE




WILL NOT RECREATE OPPRESSIVE
POWER STRUCTURES AND DY-
NAMICS THAT WE ARE WORKING
AGAINST. 30 WE CAN PROTECT
AND CREATE SANCTUARY BY
LOVING OTHERS AND PRACTIC-
ING EMPATHY. 31 SANCTUARY IS
BEING PART OF A CULTURE THAT
DOES NOT PUSH ASSIMILATION,
BUT RATHER EMBRACES AND AC-
COMMODATES FOR OUR DIFFER-
ENCES. 32 SANCTUARY [S CON-
TINGENT; IT IS AN INFINITE VENN
DIAGRAM. 33 WE CAN PROTECT
SANCTUARY BY ACTIVELY WORK-
ING TO MAINTAIN [T. 34 WE WILL
BUILD SANCTUARY THROUGH A
GLOBAL NETWORK OF COMMU-
NICATION AND SUPPORT. 35 WE
CAN PROTECT SANCTUARY BY
ACKNOWLEDGING THAT NOT EV-

ERYONE IS CAPABLE OF EMPATHY
AND BY ACCEPTING PEOPLE FOR
WHO THEY ARE. 36 SANCTUARY [S
SACRED. SANCTUARY [S VULNER-
ABLE. SANCTUARY [S FEELING
SEEN AND ACKNOWLEDGED. 37
SANCTUARY CAN BE DEFINED BY
HOW WE CREATE AND PROTECT
IT. THE PROCESS OF CREATING
SANCTUARY CAN BE A SANCTU-
ARY [N [TSELE 38 WE CAN PRO-
TECT SANCTUARY BY CREATING A
PLURALISTIC SOCIAL CONTRACT
OF VALUES AND IDEAS TO WHICH
WE ALL AGREE. WE CAN PRO-
TECT SANCTUARY BY SHARING
RESPONSIBILITY TO SUSTAIN THE
THINGS WE VALUE.

Contribute your thoughts to our expanded manifesto at:
WWw.presspress.info
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Manifesto-Building Workshop: New York City, NY
@ Wendy's Subway [p. 306-313]

This workshop was facilitated by Valentina Cabe-
zas, Kimi Hanauer, Kearra Amaya Gopee, Bomin
Jeon, and Bilphena Yahwon.

Images by Yunique A. Saafir.
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